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at the outset of the Viet ‘tinh occupation, the population was decidedly 
anti-Vict Uinh, because of the complete isolation of the villavze and the 
cutting off of exterior commerce. .. blockade was immosed, which even 
prohibited traffic with ian Dinh. The Viet itinh placed heavy emmhasis 

on, industrial self-sufficiency. Only the absolute necessities were to be 
imported, and the people were even expected to make their own clothing, 
Complete self-reliance was envisated after the industrialization of the 
country, when there would be no further need for importation of any leind. : 
There was no attempt under the Viet i‘inh, however, to put into effect the ” 
much discussed land reform. 


because of the essential poverty of the country, the Viet ‘cinh em shasized 
the necessity for outside aid until such time as the Vietnamese cduld 
become self-sufficient. It was on this basis that they persuaded the 
people to cooperate with the Chinese. The Viet Vinh explained this 
alliance with the Chinese by saying that the latter would remain only 
until they had helped the Vietnamese to become established.+ 


while at the beginning of the occupation, Viet tinh propazanda was aimed 
at the nationalist aspirations of the Vietnamese, Communist »oropaganda 
increased steadily. The greatest advantaze afforded the population during 
the Viet Minh occupation was the opportunity for both cold and -oun: to 
learn to read. The Viet Minh published a newspaper, and books on Cormmism 
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and Souminist theory were available in all the stoves, io book on 
United States or the other capitalist countries was allowed in the 
curing the six uonths of Prench occupation, no Local newspaper has 
published, and even newspapers from ilanoi are »rohibited. 


ost of the inhabitants of the Villave had never heard the nane of 
Corwiander—in-Chief of the Vict inh Jrny, Vo dguyen Ciap; and the 


the 
Village. 
been 


the 


intellectuals revard him as a "“Coummist promoter." Io Chi Tinh, on the 
other hand, remains a mitiorial hero to everyone, und is still the great 


selling voint of the Viet _inh. 


During the occupation, the Viet ‘inh disturbed only those villazers who 
Were actively onnosed to Ho Chi "inh. although the vomlation included 


4 good many Catholics, who vere especially anti-Viet -inh, Viet - 
troops were always correct in their behaviour. ‘The occupation was 


inh 
in no 


sense a "reign of terror't; there was no double taxation, by both the 


Viet inh and the Vietnamese, and the taxes were Just. -Taxes were 
ovinarily on businesses » @Specially rice oFoducers, and not on the 


iuposed 
Land. 


The viet inh carried out cice raids from tine to time, Lut the people 


Ware always paid for the rice taken. Althouch they were paid onl; 


75 per~ 


cent of the market price for rice, the neople seemed to be inpress3 
by the fact that they were alva.s asked for the vice and maid for it, 


The Viet “inh explained that the rice was taken for the cause of independence, 


and the neople were convinced that the Viet tinh worked for tucir welfara, 


there were tio French faids on the villars during the Viet > inh occupation, 


Me 


one a yeor and a hal? ago, and the othor Six months later, ALthouch 


thirty Vict Vinh suerrillas vrorked as farmers in the villac’o the 4 
ws s 


J 


refused to identity airy of then to the #rench, because of fear of ro 


but orinarily because of their dislike of the ?rench, 


istnanese 
Drisal, 


the French burned the villa ;e in the course of the second raid, and made 
prisoners of ten of the villa sers, none of then Viet ‘inh, ‘The prisoners 
were released threo months later, and the Trench finally occupied the 
Village in .oril 1950, with a Loree vhich ineluded no Vietnanese troops. 
the behaviour of the French troons, raxing and Looting the villazors, 
convinced the peorle of the superiority of life wder the Viet Minh. 


The french insisted that the leadiny citizens of the villaze elect 


"chiefs", 


Wao were to naintain liaison between the French and the people. The 
"chiefs", usually chosen fron anony the leading citizens -thausolves » lived 


in constant fear of Viet “inh revrisal, 


under the erench, the hone industry idea was discontinued, and the 
under the #rench, the Viet “inh attempt to increase locail industr; 


Was 


discontinued, and comicree was cesumed to s ne extent. Commerce was to 
& greut oxtent controlled by the Chinese » however, who brought soods in 
from Tanoi, and forced many of the villuzers out of worke uhile under 
the Viet “inh, tho villasers lacked certain thin, 38, notubly medicines 


Ls) 


aud Buronean style dress » Yice was 25 vercent cheaper tuan under j'rench 


control, and life was considerably less tonse, 
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%* [ERComent. It is widessread belief among the Victnanose that 


the Chinese will renain only until they havo aided the Viotnanese 
to expel the Prench from Vict vlan. 


+ [BBBco.ment. The Viet Vinh said 3,000 "o Chi anh diacters for 
rice, whon the purket price was 4,000 niasters. ..t that tine, 10 Zo 
Chi, ijnh pilasters were equivalent to 1 Indoclinese piasver. 

et MBE Comment. This is at variance with other information recurding 


the behaviour of Srench troods, and is indicative of the success of 
viet “inh propaganda in occeuried villazes, 
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